Nej tuaj los! Mabuhay! Bienvenidos!

Welcome back to you, PAE’s language teachers in Hmong, Tagalog, and Spanish—the three
linguistic backgrounds represented by our nearly 220 English language learners in grades K-12.
As you know, the recent changes in Pontiac School District have contributed to a large influx of
students to our district. Consequently, the number of ELL’s at PAE has increased by nearly 60
students—a 22% increase over our final number at the end of last school year. That means that
our responsibility as faculty and staff to best meet the needs of our language learners is all the
more apparent when we consider the diversity represented by our student body. As the ESL
coordinator for the district, one of my central goals is to better equip our staff with best
practices in classroom instruction, assessment and parent outreach. | look forward to
partnering with you to achieve this goal this school year!

Professional
Development

Check out these opportunities at
Oakland Schools:

ELLs & RTI: Addressing
Elementary Student Needs
Thursday, November 12, 2009
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Cost: $50 (includes lunch)

ESL Program Update Reflecting on the Past and Present

The beginning of a new chapter always brings Last year's successes provided a strong
great expectations for where you're going and foundation for the program—but also left room
thoughtful reflection on where you’'ve come for improvement. Take a look at some of the
from. Likewise, | am excited about the goals changes and goals for 2009-2010:

for PAE’s ESL program—and proud of where we
have come in the past year. Here are some of e

NCLB has highlighted the need
for schools to ensure that ELLs
who are not achieving at
benchmark are identified early
and provided effective
intervention. This workshop is
designed to introduce Response

to Intervention (RTI), a Students in ESL 2 and 3 in grades 9-12 or

scientifically research-based
approach, as a collaborative
problem-solving framework to
address student learning needs.
This workshop is designed for
ESL/bilingual professionals as
well as general education
teachers.

Counselors Conversations
Monday, December 14, 2009
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Cost: $25 (includes lunch)

This workshop is designed to
explore how schools provide
appropriate  opportunities for
ELLs to enhance learning
English as well as subject area
content. The discussion will
focus on how schools are
responding to NCLB Title Ill with
enrollment procedures, details
of academic support, and
assessment. In addition, the
workshop will also focus on
World Language offerings and
the new high school graduation
requirements. Participants will
have time to engage in
conversations related to both
ELLs and the new World
Language requirement.

our successes from last year:

English language classes were offered to
students in grades 6-12 at the Basic, Low
Intermediate, and High Intermediate
levels. The classes are academically
rigorous courses designed to be a
language on-ramp for ELL's into the
general education program at PAE.

Two core curriculum programs were
selected. Access: Newcomers is a
language learning kit designed for
students with very little English skills and
is used in our ESL 1 classes for Basic level
students. Edge by Hampton Brown was
written  with  both national TESOL
standards and ELA standards in mind,
providing a bridge between language
learning and English language arts; it is
used for students in ESL 2 (Low
Intermediate) and 3 (High Intermediate)
classes. In addition, secondary staff was
equipped with supplemental texts by
Access to provide classroom content at a
lower reading level.

Faculty and staff received two to four
hours of training in ESL 101 and
beginning strategies for differentiating
content, instruction and assessment.

The first Title Il self evaluation was
completed and submitted to the state.

in ESL 1, 2, or 3 in grades 6-8 will receive
English Language Arts credit through their
ESL classes. This will allow them to take
other courses rather than doubling up ESL
with ELA.

With almost half of our district's ESL
population in grades K-5, the need for
increased support at the elementary level
is strong. Betsy Holden, the Elementary
Reading Specialist, will be partnering with
me throughout the year to provide some of
the necessary language and reading
instruction to these young language
learners.

A central component to a strong ESL
program is ensuring that parents have
access to the same information and
resources as their students. This fall, PAE
will host its first Title Ill Parent Advisory
meeting, inviting parents of our language
learners to share their suggestions for our
program. In addition, PAE is researching
translation software so our district is able
to ensure that all parent communications
are distributed in multiple languages.
Extended learning time is critical for
building a language bridge for our ELL’s.
PAE will explore before and after school
options in order to achieve this.



reviewed. The statements should include all levels of knowledge so that
each student in the class will be challenged and able to participate. It
may be helpful to reference verbs in Bloom's Taxonomy to create
statements. Once students are given the handouts, they circulate, asking
others to respond to statements and sign their names beside the answer
given. A student is only allowed to respond to a single statement on each
classmate's paper, which results in students interacting with as many
different students as there are statements.

A middle school science teacher with whom | worked was thrilled with
how engaged his students were when he used the Find Someone Who
strategy as a review tool for a test on genetics. He included statements
that required basic knowledge such as find someone who can draw a
strand of DNA and describe a genetic trait you have in common. More
demanding tasks were: explain the difference between a genotype and
phenotype and draw and explain a Punnett Square. Because he had a
number of Spanish speakers with very limited English proficiency, he
included several questions that asked students to translate terms that
were cognates in English and Spanish: find someone who can translate
'codigo genético' into English. By doing this, he reinforced the value of
using cognates as a learning strategy and the knowledge students bring
in their native language.

An 8" grade social studies teacher at the same school used the strategy
to review the Civil War. She included statements such as find someone
who can: identify generals from the North and the South, tell you where
Robert E. Lee surrendered, explain why the South wanted to secede
from the Union, and describe three differences between the North and
South in the Antebellum period. She was pleased to see students who
were typically hesitant to participate willing to take part. She noted that
the students' confidence increased as they shared knowledge. Both
teachers reported better results on tests than when they used more
traditional methods to review.
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'e strategy for Language
word sort: the Semantic Gradient Sort
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next issue to <helselc@pontiacacademy.org>.



